CHAPTER I
JOHN MITFORD'S ancestry is lost in the shadows of a
J past so remote that no definite information regarding its
origin is obtainable. Under Edward the Confessor Mit-
fords owned the Northumbrian villa and lordship from
which they took their name, and Robert Mitford assured
his wife's jointure out of Mitford lands in the reign of
that monarch. At the time of the Norman Conquest the
heiress of Mitford was given in marriage to Sir Richard
Bertram, one of William's Norman knights, and the family
of Mitford became merged in that of Bertram. The eldest
son of the marriage succeeded to the manor and lands of
Mitford, which Henry IV raised to a barony, and it
is one of the five Northumbrian baronies which dated
from this early period. The Bertrams continued to repre-
sent the Mitfords till the beginning of the fourteenth
century, when the senior branch died out and the younger
reverted to the name of Mitford instead of Bertram.
The Mtfords remained on their lands and ruled the
surrounding district in the rough-and-ready fashion of those
turbulent days. They fought their neighbours, and kept
adding to their already large possessions by purchase,
conquest or marriage, till the day came when Northumber-
land was divided mainly into three great baronies, of
which Mitford was one.
The Northumbrian lords were far too busy fighting
their Scottish neighbours and attacking or defending them-
selves against each other, and their castles were too remote,
for them to be greatly concerned with the doings of the big
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